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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Varsity receives US$ 1 million to develop executive training programmes 

 

SEPTEMBER, 11, 2014 

Equip Africa Institute, the executive training arm of Mount Kenya University, will 

receive US$ 1 million (Ksh88million) from the Royal Danish Embassy to develop 

executive training programmes.  

The money, which is a Danish International Development Agency Business Partnership 

grant, will support the knowledge transfer of the Institute’s EMBA programme. At the 

same time, MKU has signed a memorandum of understanding with Copenhagen 

Business School-Executive of Copenhagen, Demark. The deal, which was signed by the 

university’s Chairman and Founder Simon N. Gicharu on behalf of Equip Africa 

Institute, will see the two institutions share best practices on professional training, 

among others.  

During the signing of the MoU in Copenhagen, Demark, CBS-E was represented by 

Kim Pedersen, Program Director, and Mogens Bjerre, Associate Professor. "This MoU 

accentuates Equip Africa's reputation as the best provider of executive training courses 
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in East Africa," said Mr. Gicharu. “We will continue developing capacity among 

individuals, mostly middle-to-high level managers, governments and non-

governmental organizations.” 

Equip Africa Institute’s mission is to impart skills, competencies and expertise that 

enhance self-development and continually breed creativity and innovation. Dr. Jane 

Njuru, Director, Equip Africa Institute, said the MoU asserts the Institute’s reputation as 

the best for executive training. Equip Africa Institute is offering an Executive MBA 

(EMBA) programme in partnership with CBS-E. “This programme is a game changer 

for how African business leaders develop personal leadership skills and build 

competitive organizations,” said Dr. Njuru. The EMBA model has three modules, 

namely Post Graduate Diploma (on Leadership, Business and Competition), Post 

Graduate Diploma (on International Business Expansion) and Executive MBA Degree 

(Leading Business Development). Executives who have undertaken this EMBA 

programme are full of praise. “I made a decision to improve myself and the company I 

work for, so I looked for the right intellectual challenge that would equip and offer me 

the right innovation and leadership insights,” said Abdallah Ngovi, Head of Corporate 

Banking, Gulf African Bank. “The MKU-EMBA program has offered me the best in class 

management practices and strategies to sustain a competitive edge. It’s learning from 

real life.” 

Anna Nyimbo, the Managing Director of Cartrack Tanzania Ltd. said the decision to 

take up the program was one of the best she has made in her life.  “Realising that 

organizations are operated through good leadership has been the highlight of this 

program. No other program can enlighten you in such skills.” 

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step, but the speed is determined by 

what you do. The MKU-EMBA places emphasis on a problem-based approach coupled 

with highly knowledgeable and industry-sharpened faculty, ensuring you study for 

improved on-the-job performance,” said Brian Sing’ora, managing director, Inventure 
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Africa Ltd. “Gone are the days you went to study for a certificate, now study for 

competence.”   

During the Denmark tour, the Equip Africa Institute team, who included the MKU 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor in charge of Academic & Research Affairs Bibiane Waiganjo 

and Linda Mwangi (Program Coordinator, Equip Africa Institute), also visited the 

Danish Broadcasting Corporation.  

 

 

-ENDS- 

About Mount Kenya University  

Mount Kenya University is a Chartered university operating as a non-profit making institution of higher learning in East 

Africa. The university has its main campus in Thika town, 45 kilometres North East of Kenya’s capital Nairobi.  It has other 

campuses in Nairobi, Nakuru, Kakamega, Kitale, Lodwar, Kabarnet, Eldoret, Kisii, Mombasa, Nkubu, Kigali (Rwanda) and 

Hargeisa (Somaliland). The university is among the top 10 universities and the leading private university in science and 

technology in East Africa. Its service delivery is guided by the ISO 9001: 2008 international certification. The university 

provides a stimulating learning environment through an innovative student-based and quality driven approach to teaching 

and learning. We ensure that our students enjoy a rich, highly interactive and personalised learning environment, which is 

essential in the realisation of one’s potential and preparation for the future. Those who choose Mount Kenya University get 

access to a wide-range of courses that form a springboard to a sea of opportunities. We seek to promote a record of 

achievement and success in academic excellence and job prospects. To enable our students realise their lifetime agenda, we 

have invested heavily in facilities and staff. Mount Kenya University is on the forefront in using Information and  

Communications Technology to support learning and teaching. We have blended the use of e-learning with traditional 

learning and teaching values to give our students a flexible and dynamic learning experience. Our aim is to become a leading 

centre of academic excellence and a preferred destination for all those who aspire for an academically fulfilling experience. 

Recently, the university, which received a Charter on January 26, 2011, was admitted to the Association of Commonwealth 

Universities. 
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